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In this newsletter, you’ll read about recent work done on the NAE™ Project, expansion of our educational outreach program, and the preparation for our coming test session.
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Improvements on the NAE™ - or equipment used to support it - have been many over the past several months; electrical, data acquisition cooling & wireless information collection systems, parachute deployment & the inclusion of high speed chutes, belly panel revisions, and fire fighting units are only some of them.

During the last couple of months of spring, several team members have taken a day here and there to travel both in and out of Washington state to present to classrooms or groups expressing interest in learning about the technical challenges the NAE™ Project has dealt with in order to make it this far toward an attempt at the land speed record. Jon Higley & Russell Garlow traveled to Eugene, Oregon’s Cal Young Middle School in May, while Jon traveled alone out to remote Forks, Washington on the Olympic Peninsula to inspire students at Forks Middle School to take advantage of their educational opportunity.
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During this same time span, Ed Shadle, Keith Zanghi & Steve Wallace were speakers at the C.O.E. Conference, put on by one of our sponsors, Dassault Systemes, in Seattle, where they shared the innovative technology being incorporated into the NAE™. During the conference, Ed & Keith also appeared on a segment of the FOX News channel the day after having an article published in the Science section of the N.Y. Times. On top of that, the two conducted a webinar about the project for Dassault Systemes, plus gave a 20 minute interview on Canadian National Public Radio out of Ontario, Canada. As you can tell, these guys have been very busy lately.
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Preparation each weekend at the hangar in Spanaway, Washington has been steadily growing. While the team has worked on various system improvements, other work and discussions have been on-going in anticipation of the coming test session. After nearly a year's effort to negotiate the use of Rogers Dry Lake at Edwards AFB, circumstances involving bureaucracy forced the project to opt for this summer's test session at Black Rock desert instead. Movement of our two travel tractor/trailers for cleaning and reorganization has begun in earnest. Lists are being made to deal with a multitude of logistical issues and arrangements are being firmed up for carpooling to Black Rock desert. Delivery of our high speed parachutes also occurred just last week. Dialog is ongoing with several production companies who are interested in documenting the event and a request for financial support has been put forth. We thank those who’ve already contributed and have placed a contribution “thermometer” on a page where we are making note of those who've already donated toward our goal. Thank you!

It is becoming apparent, as it has been in the past, that several people will be coming to the Black Rock desert to observe the test session. However, while we welcome those who are interested in watching our operations, we also ask that they understand the need to watch from a distance, as there will be a lot of team members and equipment around and the safety of everyone is our paramount concern in this setting. We thank you for your understanding and cooperation regarding this critical issue.

